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WHAT ARE ACCREDITING ORGANIZATIONS LOOKING FOR REGARDING 
      ASSESSMENT?
By:  Debra Billings, System Director of Assessment
Accrediting organizations expect that all programs in all colleges and universities will routinely define, collect, interpret, and use evidence of student learning outcomes to make improvements in programs.  
To define student learning outcomes, faculty must first develop and decide how to measure them.    All Baker College program outcomes are currently available on the administration Web site.  These outcomes state what tools are being used to measure each outcome.  Most programs have program outcomes available, but are they measurable?  Are the tools actually measuring the stated outcomes?  Please review the outcomes for your program and see what you think.
Is data actually being collected and interpreted?  Within the program outcomes, it states what data is to be collected and when it is to be collected.  If you are a faculty member teaching a course in which data is to be collected, are you collecting the needed data, interpreting the data for your class(es), and sharing this data with your dean?  If you are a dean, are you collecting this data from your faculty, interpreting this data for your campus, and sharing this information with your campus and your system program coordinator(s)?
Finally, are decisions being made with this data?  These can be decisions to improve student learning, teaching effectiveness, communication, or judgments about quality.  This is the “heart and soul,” or the real purpose, of assessment:  to find and make any necessary improvements, so programs offered at Baker College are the best they can possibly be.  
This is what accrediting organizations are looking for regarding assessment.  Whether it is a regional accrediting organization such as the Higher Learning Commission or a specialized accrediting organization for an individual program, they want to find faculty making decisions based on data that they have gathered through assessment.  The accrediting institutions want to see documented evidence of such decisions and changes. 
CURRICULUM UPDATES
By:  Kim Lutz, System Director of Curriculum



The Articulation Request Form has recently been made available for students to download from the web under Student-> Academic Office->Office of the Registrar.  Eventually, all information regarding articulation agreements at Baker College will be made available to the public.  The timeline for releasing this information is April 2004.

Faculty have recently been given access to the Administration Website.  Information regarding Curriculum Development, New Program Development, System Curriculum Committee meeting minutes, System Academic Assessment Committee meeting minutes, Calendar of System Program Meetings, Contact List of System Program Coordinators, Program Resources, and the Three-Year Strategic Plan 2003-2006 are some of the documents available on this site.  Access to the website will give faculty valuable information and resources pertaining to academics at Baker College.












