GUIDELINES FOR USE WITH 

NON-ENGLISH WRITING AND ORAL PRESENTATION RUBRICS
The Standardized Rubrics for Writing Projects and for Oral Presentations were developed to provide some basic criteria for evaluating student work in non-English curricula.  These rubrics are meant to be guidelines only.  The rubrics can be used as is or modified to suit the needs of your course requirements.  For example, if you feel the quantitative guidelines for spelling errors are too harsh, you may change them to suit your requirements. 

You will note, for example, that under Format/Structure the first factor listed says, “Meets assignment requirements”.  This allows the instructor to direct students to use MLA, APA or any other standard of formatting.  The Performance Level ratings are sufficiently generic so they may be adapted to any set of requirements.

If you do not wish to evaluate student projects on, for example, Documentation or Internal Citations, these categories may be eliminated.  The factors listed are suggestions only.
There is no weighting indicated for the criteria listed, so you may chose to weight each section of the criteria to meet your requirements.   For example if you feel that Content is the most important and Format/ Structure the least important, you could weight the criteria as follows: 

Content


40%


Content


50%

Composition Skills
30%
      OR

Composition Skills
25%

Grammar/Mechanics
20%


Grammar/Mechanics
15%

Format/Structure
10%


Format/Structure
10%

A FEW DEFINITIONS
Topic/Purpose:  The point of the paper or presentation.  The topic/purpose may be stated as a thesis: a statement that is arguable or debatable and cannot be answered with a simple “yes” or “no.”  The thesis announces the topic and makes a comment on that topic.  The comment is what makes the thesis arguable.  This part of the thesis often answers questions such as what, how and why.
Support:  The facts/details/statistics/examples presented as credible evidence in support of the stated topic, purpose or thesis.  Student should include a minimum of 3 support points; the support should come from relevant and sufficient soruces. 
Introduction:  A good introduction gets the attention of the audience, announces the topic, contains a thesis/purpose stated near or at the end of the introduction, and provides clues regarding the evidence to be presented in support of the thesis/purpose.
Conclusion:  The conclusion may restate the thesis in different words (to remind the audience of what has been proven), offer a recommended course of action, or give a summary of what has been stated.
Organization:  Ideas presented should flow logically from one to the next, and all paragraphs should relate to the central thesis.  Redundancies, digressions and meaningless phrases and/or information should be eliminated.
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