RUBRIC FOR WRITING WITHIN PROGRAMS
	Criterion
	Factor
	Performance Level

	
	
	Excellent
4 points
	Satisfactory
3 points
	Developing
2 points
	Unsatisfactory
1 point

	Content
	Topic/Purpose
	Topic manageable 
Purpose clearly stated


	Topic manageable 
Purpose somewhat unclear

	Topic/purpose needs further refinement


	Topic too broad/ narrow Purpose un-clear or inappropriate



	
	Support

(Information Literacy)
	Logical 
Appropriate sources                       used 
Engaging
Sources identified


	2-3 of required elements


	1 of required elements


	Lacking required elements



	
	Focus
	Stays focused on stated topic/purpose


	Some lapses in focus on stated topic/purpose


	Lacks focus on stated topic/purpose in several areas


	Lacks focus on stated topic/purpose throughout



	
	Development
	Evidence upholds stated purpose


	Diverges somewhat from stated purpose


	Diverges from stated purpose in many aspects


	Fails to develop stated purpose



	Composition Skills
	Introduction
	Inviting / effectively stated


	Somewhat effective but needs further clarification of purpose


	Topic evident but purpose unclear


	Inadequate / none



	
	Conclusion
	Effective


	Somewhat effective


	Inadequate/ inappropriate


	Inadequate / none



	
	Language
	Appropriate for audience; Effective                     vocabulary used


	Appropriate for audience with mostly effective vocabulary


	Somewhat inappropriate         Minimally effective


	Ineffective / inappropriate 



	
	Organization
	Ideas logically connected                       Clear introduction, body & conclusion              Good transitions


	Most elements well structured but some lacking


	1-2 elements inadequate / lacking 


	Ideas not logically connected; Elements               of introduction/ body / conclusion inadequate/ missing; Inadequate /missing transitions



	Grammar/ Mechanics
	Sentences
	Complete sentences Well structured                     Varied constructions


	Complete sentences        1-2 structure errors          Lacks variety


	3-4 structure errors and/or run-ons, fragments. Awkward                       construction and/or lacks variety.


	5 or more structure errors with little/no variety of construction and/or awkwardness



	
	Spelling
	No spelling errors


	2-3 spelling errors


	4-5 spelling errors


	6 or more spelling errors



	
	Punctuation
	No punctuation errors


	2-3 punctuation errors


	4-5 punctuation errors


	6 or more punctuation errors



	Format/ Structure
	Meets assignment requirements
	Meets all requirements


	 Meets most requirements


	Meets some requirements


	Fails to meet requirements



	
	Documentation

(Information Literacy)
	Sufficient, reliable, diverse sources


	Some sources inadequate/ unreliable/ inappropriate


	Many sources inadequate/ unreli-able/ inappropriate


	Insufficient/ unreliable/ inappropriate sources



	
	Internal citations

(Information Literacy)
	All citations in required format


	Most citations in required format


	Some citations in required format


	Citations not in required format
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